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Text

BR 1 [CD <:fall asleep
E(% )T+ B: sit (down) (has a

more relaxed/leisurely conno-
tation than fE %)

BH K% to entrust oneself

to (someone/something)

£ 2 £TH:tothe furthest extent,
as far as one can see

[noun] + (29 %: turn into [noun],
make into [noun]

EWDTH: this being said, alt-
hough (precedes the introduc-
tion of an unexpected or con-
tradictory statement)

—E 2> THL): not even once
(sameas —EH &)

[verb] + & 5 (27 %: start to [verb]

Z Z&oft: recently, lately (2 2,
when prefixing time expres-
sions, typically means “the
past”, asin C Z #{4F: the past
several years)

#L7T: by one's pillow, at the head
of one’s bed (7t is found in
several words as a suffix

showing location: F7t, &JT,
97T, 1R7T)

1 When | was a child, as I fell asleep my
mother would sit beside my bed and tell me
fairy tales.

2 Today, Shiina sits next to me and tells me

bedtime stories.

3 ] turn my ear to her and let myself fall into

her voice.

+] carry her voice to the edge of space.

50n and on, forever....

6 To the other side of the night....

7 I carry her voice....

8 Shiina is her last name; her first is Akari. ¢
Her hobby is creating stories and turning them
into novels. 19That, and astrology. 1! Although
I've never read a novel she’s written, nor have I
once had her tell my fortune. 12 She’s a univer-
sity classmate one year below me. 13 Shiina and
I, upon meeting on a certain Saturday, started
to talk with each other, and then to share meals
in the cafeteria and walk home together. 14
Lately, on nights when I can’t fall asleep, Shiina

sits by my pillow and tells me bedtime stories.
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EMHES: tell, let someone hear
(CRBEMMAETTE L
please let me know what you
think)

A LW > ELDE B:more like B than
A, closer to being B than A

~[2EHHE S &: according to ~
(sameas~DES>Z kLD
&)

~TT & /z: made of ~

[EMNZ & :in addition

~[8)=: indicates all members of a
group are of the same type (&
ERTDEED: a gathering

of mutual friends)
~4K: (in this context) state, phase
A T5RE: enjoy reading, prefer
to read

722489 %: to imagine (18189 % is
to imagine in general, but 278
9 3 is to imagine something
utterly impossible)

W D7ED f2h\: past form of LY DA

ESH:anyway, asin £S5 EfF >
TWARWZS S, (You'renot
using it anyway.)

~7z> T (past verb + 2T): in
formal version of ~T &

[£9": expectation, assumption

15 But rather than fairy tales, hers are fanciful

stories about outer space.

16 For instance, a story about a golden plan-
et. 17 According to her, somewhere in the uni-

verse there exists a planet made of pure gold.

18 Or a story about two charming little twin

planets of platinum and mercury.

19 Or the time when space was shaken into a

gelatinous state by a collision of black holes.

20 She tells me that in her high school days
she liked to read science fiction. 2! Perhaps

these are stories she imagined then.

22 One day, I asked her to introduce ex-
tra-terrestrial life into her stories. 23 If they're
made-up stories, I expect she wouldn’t mind
bringing aliens into them. 2*+ However she ad-
amantly refuses this. 25 One night, the night of a

meteor shower, I found out why.
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Vocabulary
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Beginner Intermediate Advanced
152 ) ) 1 JFU ) 10 BAELLED
LR time, period HEET FE  fairy tale &5 £ 7 astrology
Y 3 DD P
kS fall asleep B (D lean (to a side or direction) 5D tell (someone’s) fortune
g 6B _ 15 o 8L
5 side, close (by) mZ>D other side, beyond (F5 & far-fetched tale, outlandish
Py RE25 stor
L2 HE side, adjacent (to) S EF last name DL EL Y
e 50 16 =% planet
2 = 12 74 3E
RS tell (a story) RE underclassman G AEh
. 17
g Lo _ A B _ _ i pure gold
D7 IR hobby, interest F1DED  meet for the first time [
: 18 ,
| BONED 14 £S5 & platinum
W) B story, tale N pillow I
L LESED 15 2583 _ 18 kiR mercury, quicksilver
5 I\ B novel (book) FH (outer) space, the universe LESED
' 13 SUAS _ L6 B2TH 19 & collision
FE school cafeteria gold <525
T S L, ThE 21 224893  imagine, daydream
PP RDE the road home F1E 9D exist oy
s ® 22 fiiBks+  extra-terrestrial
L 13 05 line up Y $£X3R3  shake (up), sway L
L s BLSD 1o LA 22 A aniR life (form), organism
IR AN ES content E=PLS incident, event i<
L pbn -0 24 1 1R(C firmly, resolutely
D18 T | = 20
2 BAJZLVS UL cute, adorable (esp. small SRR like, prefer b St A
i 25 = ¥ h
or daintv thines L3085 Vi meteor shower
L mRT y things) 22 & 159D appear (on stage, in a story)
18X twins - -
N 2 E1D72LY  not mind (neg. of 18 D)
20 BEAX time, age si0
L w5 3BAEI D refuse
L 2> 18 reason -
25 55 1% visit, call on




