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Text

BrcHT:BNREHZandB%E
R E 7 merely refer to waking
up from sleep, while {2 %
and #2 2 9 tend to imply both
waking up and getting out of
bed.

SIZLTHED R literally “if |
think about it now”; or more
naturally: ~ “in  retrospect”,
“thinking back on it now”

BEHOTWE L= Japanese has
no perfect tense, so the ~T )
% form is used for both con-
tinuous and (as here) perfect.

EZTHHES: attaching R 3
(“show”) to a ~C verb either
means to perform the verb for
the purpose of showing
someone else, or (as here) im-
plies strong emotion or deter-
mination.

2 C: 2 Tisaninformal substitute
for either & (as here), &1\,
WD T, or &LV D 2. At the
end of a sentence, it marks di-
alogue or thought.

& [&: shows that what follows is a
definition of what precedes &
[&. Alsoin sentence #23.

1 Once, I awoke in the middle of the night
and happened to see her standing by the win-
dow. 2 In my dim hospital room, the fluores-
cent lights switched off, the glow from the
parking lot came in through the window and
cast her shadow on the wall. 3 Shiina was star-

ing intensely into the night sky.

4 Thinking back on it now, on that night....

5 She may have been moving the stars with

the intent of changing my destiny.

6 “I had thought I would never again change
the stars’ alignments to change someone’s fate.
7 But when they tried chemotherapy during
your first stay in the hospital, while I was look-
ing at your horoscope I made my decision. 8 I'd
change your fate. ° [ swore to myself [ wouldn’t

let you die.”

10 She tells me a horoscope is something that
shows the positions of the planets and constel-

lations at the time of one’s birth into this world.
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B IH: DD here comes from
Y p
E D (“use”, “employ”):
B  SZEEL) wording
5] Z&L) consideration
5] Z3& () brushwork

B2 2T %:the~T<K % form
shows not so much movement
across physical space as it does
the idea that the sound was
not heard at first. 82 T< %
("come into view”) is also
common.

W3 N:sameas Ehor &L 5

7ML YA A R: Ptolemy. The
Japanese is an apparent tran-
scription of his Greek name,
Ptolemaios.

%% X B9 %: a phrase meaning
“call the shots”, “run the
show”, or generally exert con-
trol over a situation or loca-
tion.

£ > &%: at the beginning of a
sentence, means “however” or
“although”. As an adjective,
H > & &7 means “plausible”
or “likely”. Not to be confused
withtheother 5o & & (&),
which transforms an adjective
into a superlative form (see
sentence #22).

1-2

11 | turned off the radio. 12 Our breathing

breaks the room’s hushed silence.

13 The distant sound of a window opening
reaches my ears. 41 suppose a patient in some
other room opened his window to watch the

meteor shower.

15 “In your horoscope, Saturn has several
crucial links to other stars. 16 Each is a major
aspect as defined by Ptolemy. 17 It appears as
though Saturn’s presence is in a position of

control over the others.

18 “Throughout the history of astrology, Sat-
urn has been the star that governs adversity. 19
All sorts of bad things were thought to be the
fault of this star. 20 This is a stereotypical view,
however, and there is a side which sees it as a

star of challenges to encourage growth....

21 “But why did Saturn end up as the symbol

of adversity?
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& 2 &£ & Asuperlativizer:
5l wmEBLW the highest
mountain
5l HEZDRE the most
common cause
& [&: previously seen in sentence
#10. Here, shows that what
follows is the concept or sig-

nificance (as opposed to the
physical reality) of Saturn.

HMND F£TF: The three common
conjugations of K M\ %

5l HH\ > In response to
hearing instructions or
new information, con-
firms that you have ab-
sorbed the knowledge.

5] #MB Shows that you
can relate to or compre-
hend an emotional or
other abstract concept.

5l HM>TUL\V3 Inresponse
to being told something
you know, informs the
other person that you are
already well aware of
what he is telling you. Be
careful; this one can eas-
ily sound cheeky or rude.

& /= 59 “take” or “bring”, often
used in connection with nega-
tive outcomes.

[Z[&: after a plain verb, “(in order)
to [verb]”. Similarto /=& (2.
ES 2D L7 < T: the “transitive”
form of £ (2H\A 3 (seenin
part 10), £ 5 [ZH T % means

“do something about”.

1-3

22 “The answer to this is that in the age be-
fore telescopes, among the planets in the Solar
System, Saturn was the most distant. 23 To the
people of ancient times, Saturn stood for the
edge of the world, the limit, end, terminus, as

well as being the star associated with death.

24 “ I know what it’s like. 25 That impulse,
when you lose your family or those you love in
a famine, to place the blame on an unlucky
star.... 26 If you don’t do that—if you don’t
blame someone—your heart cracks and shat-

ters, under the weight of those thoughts....

27 “In your horoscope, Saturn casts a shad-
ow over the sun and dispels the protection of
Jupiter. 28 To change your destiny, I have to do
something about this planet.... 29 That’s what I

thought.”
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midnight, small hours
by the window
wall

project, cast

test

absolutely

show, express
several

growth

ancient times
world

limit

die, lose one’s life

in pieces

Vocabulary

Intermediate
FnC>&5
2 EHHAT fluorescent light
2 EL I S
BtE 13 parking lot
(C@’Bl/'y_‘u
T hospitalization
7 ET DL
RETD resolve, determine (to)
U5
B Ra< open
1 5 H /32\ _
B1ONDEDS share a connection
18 AT DS
A~ misfortune, adversity
9 %53 all, everything
20 234
At trial, ordeal
Jo TS
Al side, aspect
21b$5§$5
xR symbol
23 1\’1./&:%5 .
HIE9 D associate (mentally)
24 HED
= unlucky, ominous
27 2ok
¥J5E9 negate, counteract
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- Advanced

passionate, zealous

chemotherapy

Ly
i g2E DR B fall silent

breathing

define, ordain
uniform, stereotypical
spur, prompt
telescope

terminal point

famine

shatter, crumble
shadow, cloud

protection, guard



